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CHRISTIANITY AND 
MARXISM | 
A HUNGARIAN POINT OF VIEW 
By Bishop Alexander Szent Ivanyi 
(Deputy-Bishop of the Hungarian Unitarian Church.) 


THE DIFFERENCES between East and West are not new | 


in Christendom. The inability to bridge the gulf 

them caused the Great Schism of the 11th century. 

The Eastern or Greek Orthodox Church, and the Western 
or Roman Catholic Church have been antagonists, if not 
enemies, ever since. And the antagonism was not mitigated 
by the creation of the Greek Catholic Church under. the 
authority of the Pope. ; 
Unitarians have always recognised the absolute necessity 

of a friendly understanding and a spiritual unity in Christen- 
dom between East and West. As early as the 16th century, 
Francis David, the first bishop of the Hungarian 
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Church in Russia, and this was the most conservative of all 
the Christian Churches, with its high priests walking in the 
courts of the Tsars, and its minor clergy full of vices and 


perience the writer is convinced that 


| Marxists are neutral rather than antagonistic towards 


Christianity as a religion, and that some of the best exponents 
among them show a positive interest towards a modern, 
progressive and non-political Christianity when they hear of 
such. A liberal open-minded Christianity that would interpret 
Jesus’ idea of ultimate reality (“God is Spirit, etc.”) in terms 
of modern science rather than in terms of Third Century 
science; that would be willing to stand up for the rights of 
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the oppressed; and that—last but not least !—would be able 
to give that “emotional colouring” to Marxist teaching, 
without which no man is “wholesome,” such a Christianity 
could arouse the interest of many avowed Marxists. 
No one need be offended by the above terminology; no 
Christian should be offended by it. Read Luke IV, 18, etc., 
Jnitarian Church based all his efforts upon a plan of uniting where Jesus accepts Isaiah’s words for himself. “To preach 
all the Hungarian Christian Churches—from the Greek good tidings to the poor. To proclaim release to the captives. 
Orthodox to the Roman Catholic hoping that they would =o set at liberty those that are bruised—” Read these and 
co-operate in a spirit of mutual tolerance, and in the belief _ similar passages in the New Testament; read the Gospels and 
of a fundamental Christianity taught by Jesus. According pot the Neo-Platonic interpretations of them—and it will be 
to one of our historians, the Unitarian name was first used = foynd that a liberal open-minded Christianity is not so far 
to signify a united Christian Church on a unified confessional from the expectations of the Marxists as their peculiar 
basis. The well-known fact that anti-Trinitarians were even _ terminology would suggest. 
charged by opponents of orthodoxy (such as Calvin charging The writer does not want to close his eyes to obvious 
Servetus) of creating three Gods whilst attacking the unity of _ difficulties that would arise in any attempted understanding 
the Godhead, and the charge levelled against them of being —_ between Marxists and Christians. He feels, however, that 
Tri-Trinitarians, is further proof that the word Unitarian was = sych an understanding is possible, and that without it both 
probably used first to signify the unity of the Church rather the East and the West will suffer. Apart altogether from 
than the unity of the Godhead. politics a spiritual approach to the problems of the Eastern 
* * : * + and Western forms of democracy is essential; this spiritual 
It is therefore in line with the tradition of the past that approach could best be served by the teachings of Christ- 
: the Unitarians of Hungary should feel a challenge when they _tianity. Unitarianism is the best form of Christianity to 
attempt this approach. May the present generation of 
democracy after World War II. Apart from the present _ Unitarians find the inspiration to undertake this task! 
occupation of Hungary by the liberating Red Army, Hungary ; = 
is bound to remain a territory where East and West mect; i 
where Eastern democracy is just as firmly rooted in the -_ ™ | 
Marxist Labour parties as Western democracy is rooted in - 
ever, the masses of people who stand behind them must be — ; 
thought of, and the lives of these people are far more inclusive _ : 
important est meeting | 
angle. It is, of course, the task of Christianity to try and 
fulfil its religion everywhere and in every age; and conse- : | 
quently it is not possible for Christianity to ignore the facts | 
of a given situation as they present themselves. Nevertheless, 
the present writer is convinced that Christianity will surely i 
decay if it does not proclaim a Gospel that is true for every 
age and every form of society. | 
difficulty between East and is that Eastern democracy | 
is confessedly materialistic in its world-view. But its | 
materialism is based as much upon Nincteenth Century 
science as upon the teachings of Kari Marx. Indeed, Marx 
used Nineteenth Century science as the basis of his teaching. 
This materialism today is no longer accepted by science. 
James Jeans, for mstance, discovers in the universe a “Mind” — . | 
to 
oes based From a Correspondent 
oe oo Third and Fourth Centuries, and if So mucH could be written about the Rev. A. Szent-Ivanyi 
would only admit that its materialism was based that it sccms impertinent to a short account of his 
upon the science of the Nimetecath Century then the way is many walle do ear In 
open (in this field at least) towards an between them. om 
It is more difficuk to find a common ground between _ should be a democrat, but being a democrat under the shadow 
Marxism and Christianity in other Marxism has found of fascism is a very different matter from being a democrat 
the churches among its opy im the The present here in Britain. Even under the shadow, onc imagines, it w2s 
writer is mot a Communist, nor a Marxist: politically he pnt S50 © sive democrat; but that was not enouzh 
Mr. inyi. He was active from the first momcst 
religion. But it is an fact that the church the to the lest—and involved real danger. ae 
Marxists came in contact with was the Greek Orthodox was forced to live “underground” by day and rctum 
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Books about Unitarianism 
The following are some of the books on Unitarianism 
lished by The Lindsey Press. Others are available. Send 
Catalogue. 

A FREE RELIGIOUS FAITH 

5s., by post 5s. 4d. 

UNITARIAN CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIAL 


PROGRESS IN ENGLAND 

By Raymond V. Holt, M.A., B.Litt. 5s., by post 5s. 7d. 
UNITARIAN HYMN WRITERS 

By H. W. Stephenson, M.A. 2s., by post 2s. 4d. 
BELIEFS OF A UNITARIAN 

By Alfred Hall, M.A., D.D. 1s. 6d., by post 1s. 9d. 

(also in paper at 6d.). 
A MANUAL OF CHURCH 

As. 6d., by post 1s. 8d. 
A UNITARIAN’S THOUGHT OF GOD 

By C. J. Street, M.A., LL.B. 1s., by post 1s. 3d. 
UNITARIAN TEACHERS (with 16 photographs) 

Is., by post 1s. 3d. 

THAT DIVIDE THE 
By C. M. Wright, M.A. 6d., by post 7d. 


The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 


HIBBERT LECTURES FOR 1946 


THE REV. DR. H. D. A. MAJOR, 
Principal of Ripon Hall, Oxford 
| will deliver FOUR LECTURES on 
The Relevance of 
Civilization 

entitled 

1. CIVELIZATION AND RELIGION 
2. Mopern CiviuizaTion’s oF a Mopern RELIGION 


3. Tae Way or FULFILMENT 
4. PROSPECTS AND PREDICTIONS 


These lectures will be delivered at the following centres - 


, UNIVERSITY 
On Mondays, November 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th, at 5.30 pm, 
m the University. 


UNIVERSITY 
On Wednesdays, November 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th, at 5.15 p.m, 
m the Divinity School. 
BRISTOL UNIVERSITY 


Ona Fu November 22nd 5.30 
ee Sth, 15th, and 29th, at pm, 
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CAMERON, 
Farst Rev. VW. P. 


Mc. K. 
100 Lambeoo 


SOUTH APRICA 
Cage Town, Hout Secct, 11 and 7, Rev. D. S. 
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The General Assembly £100,000 Appeal 


Total in hand week ending Oct. 12th, £72,994 §s. 8d. 


HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 
Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 

18 Grange Avenue, Hale, Nr. Altrincham, Cheshire. 

Watch this space for weekly announcements. 


INDUCTION TO HACKNEY: REV. W. H. CORDELL 
6 p.m. Service (Tea and Cakes, 7.30p.m.) 8 p.m. Welcome Meeting — 
Saturday, November 2nd 

in 


Aspland Hall, Chatham Place, E.9 
(adjoining the Naw Grav. Prt Cuuncst; via Paragon Road, opp. Town Hall, 2nd right) 
Service conducted by Rev. J. W. DumBie; the to, Minister, 
Chair at Welcome; Miss D. Wriciey, B.A. 


Preacher: The Rev. J. Arthur Pearson 


Sunday evenings in November. 
The services will be held at 5 Killieser Avenue, S.W.2 (meeting 
of the Brixton ion) at 6.30 pm. Subject, 


Pemecd o¢ Tee Coca Chandos Leaden, W. asd Tee 
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STRATFORD UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
West Ham Lane, E.15 
THE REOPENING SERVICE AFTER RESTORATION , 
will take place on 
Wednesday, October 30th, at 7.30 p.m. 
The Service will be conducted by Tue Rev. Wu. C. NEWTON 
The Editer of “The Inquirer”, the Rev. E. G. 
HIBBERT TRUST = 
. Visitors mvited. 
HIBBERT TRUST 
ONE SCHOLARSHIP on this Foundation of the value of £29 
tenable at an approved University, for the academic year 1947-48 
will be awarded im December next, provided that a candidate of 
= merit presents himself. 
somuiond to deciave in welding Gut in ic 
tion to exercise the office of Mimister of Religion am — 
mecives or ther Ministers any to 
of age, graduation, &c_, im accordance with the Trust. 
and addresses of Candidates, together with the requircd 
jon, certificates and testimonials, must be im the hands of the 
Secretary mot later than Wedacsday, November 20th, 1946— 
J. Cyril Flower, Secretary. 
MESCELLANEOUS 
Church is vacant and applications from Mims 
welcomed. Communications to the Secretary, Mr. G_ 
Heather-Bank. Walksden. Todmorden 
(CONWAY DISCUSSION CIRCIE, Conway Red 
H. Cutmer—A_ D. Howell Smath—“ts Jesus a Myth 
AUSTRALIA of 
EXPERIENCED 
Causch, 15 Francis St, Hyde Rend, Devon. 
CANADA 
DEATH 
Sherbrooke Su. West and — to 3, 1506, 
dimes. Alfred Nebon 
@ years. Cocmated Brockwoad, October 9, 
NEW Mecnages and Deathe Two 16 per 
= PREPAID RATES 


